
1930’s
A Decade of Progress

ith the completion of the new Administration Building in
Mabini Street in 1933, the school transfered from Colon

Street to this new location.  Now with more elbow room to use,
collegiate courses in Arts and Sciences,  Education, Cozmmerce,
 and Law were opened in the school year of 1935 -1936.
Later in 1938, upon the encouragement of Don Agustin Jereza
 who was himself a civil engineer, the Southern Institute opened
the College of Engineering and was the first school to offer a
course in Engineering in Cebu City.

Having secured the collegiate level, Southern Institute was
granted a charter in 1937, allowing the change of its name to
Southern College.  Before the war,  Southern College had already
acquaired seven more new buildings and an increasing student
population of 4,000.  One of these buildings was the old Eladio
Villa Gymnasium formerly located in Manalili Street, the first
and the best of its kind in the city in that era.

MAESTROS AND MAESTRAS of class 1931-32.
These were the days when maestros are required wear
in coat and tie,  while the ladies must be prim, formal
and decorous.

THE ADMINISTRATION BUILDING was
the oldest building of the University with
its magnificent stature housed the
administrative offices and library  This was
the exact replica of  the pre-war
Administration Building except for some
minor changes that had been made  in the
main gate.

THE COMPARZA or folk dance was one of the many activities held in
the Southern College Quadarangle during  the pre-war years.

INSIDE ELADIO VILLA GYMNASIUM.  During the pre-war days, it
was the best sports coliseum in the province and is sometimes used for
programs and other activites by the students during the rainy seasons.
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1940’s
The Occupation and Liberation Years

REMNANTS OF WAR. A view of what remained of the Eladio
Villa Gymnasium and the Administration Building after the war.

THE ROSALINA HALL was named after the Founder’s sister, a three storey
building with a roof garden and where the Commerce, Law and Education
classes were held.

ith the outbreak of the World War II in 1942, no formal classes
were reopened as Military Forces limited them to primary

classes only.  Fire razed the school buildings to the ground with the
exception of the facade of the Administration Building.  Fortunately,
through the foreseeing of our Founder, all important records, books
and documents were evacuated from the school before the war began..

In 1945, when the liberation forces had opened the city to the
returning civilians, the Southern College was reopened, but rented
buildings in the outskirts of the city as the American Liberation Forces
occupied the school campus.  The school transferred temporarily to
the residential compound of Dr. Virgilio Gonzalez at Camputhaw,
Lahug.  After such time when the US Army vacated the campus, the
school was reconstructed using the surplus materials brought from the
US Army.

In 1947, of the campus started its reconstruction with the
Administration Building and the Rosalina Hall, a three storey building
in place of the old elementary building.  This housed the College of
Law, Commerce, Education and Liberal Arts.  In July 8, 1949, the
Southern College was granted the permit to open a Graduate School
having attained a university status. The name Southern College was
changed to University of Southern Philippines.  The graduate courses
that have been offered since are: Master of Arts in Education, major
in Educational Management, Master of Arts in English, Master of Arts
in Teaching Sociology, Master of Arts in Teaching English, Master of
Laws and Master of Science in Social Work.

All the above expansion caused the Mabini Campus to extend
itself to V. Gullas (formerly Manalili) and P. Burgos Street where the
Sanson and Doña Beatriz Hall which house the Elementary Department,
the Gonzalez Hall which housed the College of Engineering and the
Home Economics Building are located.

THE QUADRANGLE STAGE was primarily used  by the students as a
venue for various activities such as debates, orations, fora and programs.

THE HOME ECONOMICS BUILDING at P. Burgos corner Manalili Street
was where young girls are taught the culinary arts.
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1950’s
The Glorious Years

THE SCIENCE HALL where Laboratory Science classes were held and carried the University Museum
on its third floor.

THE SANSON HALL was the Training Department of the College of
Education.  This replaced  the old Parian type edifice that was common in
the neighborhood.

THE LADIES DORMITORY was strictly for the girls only .

THE FACULTY HALL , a  place of refuge for
students who need academic counseling.

he turn of the new decade brought  great opportunities
for infrastructure development and expansion in the

University with the increase of student population and the
completion of the Sanson Hall in 1950, the Science Hall in 1951,
 the Gonzalez Hall in 1955 and the construction of the Faculty
Hall and the Ladies’ Dormitory.

The decade of the 50’s was characterized to be the most
glorious years of the University, marked by significant events
and milestones such as the first conferment of Doctor of Laws,
Honoris Causa in 1952 to former President of the Philippines,
Sergio Osmeña as its first honoree.  Five years later, Francisco
Dalupan y Tarnate, then President of the University of the East
was also conferred the Degree in Doctor of Pedagogy and in
1959, Engr. Agustin Jereza was invested President of USP.

By this time the University has earned its prestige and
stability, being considered as one of the best learning institution
of the region.  With the university firmly on its feet, Engr. Agustin
Jereza thought  the idea of converting the university from being
a corporation to a self-perpetuation foundation.  Approval of

the turnover took effect in 1959, and the University of Southern
Philippines became the first privately owned institution of learning
in the country to become foundation-operated.

THE GONZALEZ HALL, named after Dr. Virgilio R. Gonzalez, housed
the College of Engineering.
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PRES. SERGIO OSMEÑA  with Pres.  Agustin Jereza  during his conferment
of  the Degree of  Doctor of  Laws, Honoris Causa in 1952.

ENGR. AGUSTIN JEREZA  bearing the mace during his investiture as President
of the University of Southern Philippines in 1959.

USP FOUNDATION INAUGURATION. Oscar Jereza, Sr. reads aloud the
resolution of USP’s conversion into foundation in 1959. USP then became
the first privately owned and foundation-operated institution in the country.

FRANCISCO DALUPAN  Y
TARNATE (left) was congratulated
by Sergio Osmeña (right) during
his Conferment of the Degree of
Doctor of  Pedagogy in1957.

PRES. RAMON MAGSAYSAY was
USP’s Commencement Speaker in
1957.

he eventual congestion at the Mabini Campus and noting
the trend of dispersal among educational institution to

the suburbs, led the founder in 1962, to acquire a four-hectare
lot at Salinas Drive in Lahug, and developed it into an uptown
campus with classes in high school, elementary and collegiate,
post graduate studies and continuing education programs (short-
time courses). He personally supervised the construction of the
school buildings and equipped it with a library, museum,
elementary and secondary department building and an
auditorium.

On April 9, 1968, founder Agustin Jereza died, leaving
behind him a rich legacy of educational opportunities to the
the University of Southern Philippines Foundation.  His heirs
have picked up the challenge and are exerting every effort to
perpetuate the ideals of the university as envisioned by the
Founder while answering the needs of the time. Engr. Oscar
Jereza, Sr.  took over the executive seat and was installed
President in 1969.

1960’s
The Lahug Expansion

 LAYING THE CORNERSTONE for USP branch in Lahug Campus.
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ith the country under the state of Martial Law in 1972,
the years that  followed considered to be  the "silent

years" for the University.  Even so, operations of the university
continued to thrive and progress has been taking place in the
Graduate School level with the opening of Master of Laws in
1970 and Master of Science in Social Work in1975.  And in
1977, the University observed its Golden Jubilee, celebrating
fifty fruitful golden years of academic excellence.

FOUNDER’S DAY CELEBRATION   The traditional Parade and
review in honor of the  late Don Agustin Jereza.

1970’s
The Martial Law Days

BLESSING of the newly constructed  Elementary and High School Building
of  Lahug Campus in 1963.

BELIEVE IT OR NOT this was how the Eladio Villa Memorial Gymnasium
looked like before it was renovated.

GEN. DOUGLAS MC. ARTHUR with  Assistant Director of Private Schools,
Julian Yballe presenting to him the academic collar.
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ENGR. OSCAR JEREZA SR.’S INVESTITURE  with  Assistant Director of
Private Schools , Julian Yballe presenting to him the academic collar.

32



FACES OF THE 70’s.  Fourth year
high school class ‘72-73 with their
adviser, Mrs. Aurora Briones (front
row, 4th from left).

he 80's was exactly opposite from the past decade,
characterized to be the most challenging years of the

university, the imposition of Martial Law that ushered fourteen
years of oppression played a significant role in setting up the
stage of progressive ideas among the youth.

Student activism and anti-propaganda against the Marcos
regime was common among schools and universities. USP was not

an exception, and sometime in1984 - 86, student unrest and leftist
movements was inevitable among student organizations. In the
later years, teachers unrest followed.  Things came to worst in
1989, when a fire broke out in the Mabini Campus, causing great
lose to the university. However, the university was not about to
bend to these challenges.  With the exceptional leadership of
Pres. Oscar Jereza Sr., the university was able to manage through
those difficult years.

1980’s
The Challenging Years

A GATHERING of elementary students
in the Mabini Campus.

RALLY PARTICIPATION. USP students actively
joined the campaign against drugs.
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DR. RONALD R. DUTERTE (right) taking his oath of office with  Vice
President Salvador Laurel (left) as the presiding officer.

SRI Chinmoy
(center) during his
 conferment of
the Degree of
D o c t o r  i n
Humanities.

he 90's brought USP firmly back to its feet, gaining more
stability than ever.  The university prepares for the dawn

of the new millenium equipped with the latest innovations of the
time.

With the eventual congestion of the Mabini Campus due to
the increase of its student population in the elementary and
secondary levels,  all collegiate courses were transfered to Lahug
Campus in 1990. In 1991, the university welcomed the coming
of Dr. Ronald R. Duterte as USP's fourth President.

In response to the city's  demand for competent computer
graduates and the rising trend in computer education, the Center

for Computer Studies was opened in 1993 with an initial course
offering of Bachelor of Science in Computer Science and Associate
in Computer Sceince.

Considerable infrastructure projects was eventually realized
with the completion of the Alumni Hall, the Vocational Technology
Building and the renovation of the Eladio Villa Memorial
Gymnasium.   In 1997, the Center for Continuing Education was
made operational along wiith the Rizal Museum which was
recognized to be one of the best museums in Cebu. In 1999,
USP became the first university to offer a course in Master of
Science in Environmental Management.

1990’s
The Dawn of a New Millenium

BLESSING of the newly renovated Eladio Villa Memorial Gymnasium. GROUNDBREAKING of the Alumni Hall Building.
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THE RIZAL PEACE AWARD  was accorded to Dr. Daisaku
Ikeda of Soka Gakkai University in Tokyo, Japan  by USP
President Dr. Ronald R. Duterte. In turn, Duterte was
awarded the “Education & Culture Award” in recognition
for his exemplary service in the field of  education,
government and public awareness.

CHIEF JUSTICE HILARIO G. DAVIDE, JR.
  (left) recieved form Dr. Ronald R. Duterte
(right) the Rizal Peace Award last August
2001.

CEDF-IT LAUNCHING.   Mr.
Bonifacio Belen and DTI Asst.
Secretary, Tobe Melissa Monsod
at the CEDF-IT ribbon cutting
ceremony with USP President Dr.
Ronald R. Duterte.

he first two years of the the new millennium was marked
by various activites related to peace initiatives and

technological advancement in the university.

Year  2000  began with  the establishment of The Institute for
Peace and Values-Centered Leadership (IPVCL) and the opening
of the University Research and Development Center in April.  In
June, the unveiling of the first peace marker which is located in
the Voc-Tech Building was realized and in August the first Conflict
Management Seminar which was designed to train the first set of
mediators was conducted.  By October, USP President, Dr. Ronald
R. Duterte went to Japan to accord the first Rizal Peace Award
to  Dr. Daisaku Ikeda, President of Soka Gakkai International.

Year 2001 was a very colorful year for the university, starting
off in June with the opening of the Network Operations Center,
USP also came up with its own website at www.usp.ph.  Also on

that same month, the accreditation of USP-trained Cebu Mediators
was officially reognized by no less than Chief Justice Hillario J.
Davide Jr.  By July USP has produced the first graduates of the
Master of Science in Environmental Management Program.
Alongside with the Founder’s Day celebration in August, the Cebu
Educational Development Foundation for Information Technology
(CEDF-IT) opened its office in USP.  The 2nd Rizal Peace Award
was accorded to Chief Justice of the Philippines, Hon. Hilario G.
Davide, Jr. In October, USP confered the degree of Doctor of
Humanities to Dr. Daisaku Ikeda.  In Febuary of 2002, the USP’s
Finest program was created in tibute to exceptional USP students.

Indeed the University has evolved throughout the decades. So
much has been accomplished and so much more will be done in
the near future.

THE CENTER FOR CONTINUING EDUCATION offers
 short-term vocational  courses. MEMORABILIA. The Rizal Museum

holds relics of our national hero,
Dr. Jose P. Rizal.

CULINARY HOT KITCHEN COOKING class of AHRST
mixing up a taste of sumptous international cuisine and
desert.

2000’s
Technological Advancement
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